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ENERGY ECONOMICS CUBA 


BRIEFS 


NICKEL, COBALT PRODUCTION STUDY--The establishment of new capabilities in 
nickel and cobalt production in Cuba is one of the subjects to be studied 
by the 103d meeting of CEMA's Executive Council which will begin sessions 
tomorrow in Moscow. The Cuban delegation will present a report regarding 
general agreement by CEMA member countries to cooperate in the development 
of that industrial branch, according to an announcement made at a press 
conference. The CEMA secretariat for socialist economic integration also 
reported that the documents prepared at the next meeting will be presented 
at 36th CEMA meeting which will be held in Budapest, Hungary, next June. 

It also announced that tomorrow's CEMA meeting will study the report on the 
development of cooperation for the exchange of equipment for nuclear plants. 
[Text] [FL191935 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1503 GMT 19 Apr 82] 


CSO: 3010/1398 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS' ADAMS TO VISIT TRINIDAD-TOBAGO IN MAY 
FL212250 Bridgetown CANA in English 2231 CMT 21 Apr 82 


{fext] Port-of-Spain, 21 Apr (CANA)--Barbados Prime Minister Tom Adams, 
now in London, is expected here May 7 for informal talks with his Trinidad 
and Tobago counterpart George Chambers, THE GUARDIAN newspaper has reported. 


It quoted a top government source as saying that the meeting is at Mr Adams' 
request and the discussions are expected to cover a wide range of subjects 
relevant to the Caribbean region and of common interest to the two countries. 


Although the source identified no specific topics, among those of most 
immediate concern is a possible review of the memorandum of understanding 
which provides for economic cooperation between the two countries, the 
paper said. 


The first major project to be initiated under the agreement is the jointly 
owned cement factory now under construction in Barbados. 


Mr Adams' visit to Port-of-Spain is also seen as part of the run up to the 
first meeting of heads of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) governments to be 
held in nearly seven years. 


Ac ording to unconfirmed reports, the CARICOM summit is scheduled for 
July this year in Guyana. 


Although Guyana is expected to be the host country for the summit, some 
doubts are now being raised over Georgetown's suitability for the big meeting 
in the light of Guyana's economic crisis, THE GUARDIAN said. 


It is expected that Mr Chambers and Mr Adams will also discuss the agenda 
tor the summit and possibly the question of the participation of Grenada, 


the only CARICOM country without a democratically elected government. 


The prime minister is now in Britain on what his office said is a private 
visit. 


CSO: 3025/1087 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS, VENEZUELA TO COOPERATE IN CONSTRUCTION 
FL192341 Bridgetown CANA in English 2309 GMT 19 Apr 82 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 19 Apr (CANA)--Barbados and Venezuela may 
cooperate in a low income housing project, initially aimed at constructing 
3,000 units, to be financed by the oil-rich South American country but 
using both Barbadian labour and materials, press reports today said. 


The project was among possible joint ventures discussed between local 
officials and a visiting Venezuelan trade mission, now seeking to estab- 
lish closer ties with Barbados. 


According to the director of the trade union, Rafael Valera, Housing and 
Lands Minister Delisle Bradshaw has been invited to Caracas to have further 
discussions on the proposed housing project. 


However, Mr Bradshaw issued a statement today saying he had not yet made 
a decision to go to Caracas. He stressed that Barbados had made no commit- 
ment to enter into housing project with Venezuela. 


Senor Valera said the cost of the housing units had not yet been agreed 
upon, but would be looked at during Mr Bradshaw's visit. 


He added that the project would concentrate on the construction of pre- 
fabricated buildings and Venezuelan technicians would come here to assist. 


Mr Bradshaw indicated he was interested in viewing the Venezuelan house 
building systems, said to be 60 per cent cheaper and much speedier to erect. 


The Venezuelan mission also raised the possibility of cooperation in the 
area of agro-industry in which, Senor Valera said, emphasis would be on 
the exportation of local citrus and vegetables. 


He also announced that a team of Venezuelan engineers was due in Bridgetown 
next week, to look at possible sites for the coast hotel, which is also 
expected to be a joint undertaking between Barbados and Venezuela. 


Venezuela is also making available a line of credit which will start at 
two million (U.S.) dollars. The arrangements will be made through the 
Central Banks of Barbados and Venezuela and the Venezuela Finance Fund. 














Speaking on a commercial exhibition which the visiting mission held for 
one week, Senor Valera said they had secured orders from Barbadians worth 
10 million (U.S.) dollars. 


He added that to facilitate trade between the two countries, talks had 
already started on the possibility of setting up a shipping company 
in Venezuela and he hoped that there would be a similar establishment 


here. 
Senor Valera also said that during their talks with Barbadian officials, 
the possibility of Venezuela lending technical assistance in the maintenance 


of local roads was raised. 


Meantime, the Barbados Export Promotion Corporation is expected to present 
the Venezuelans with a list of products they could import from Barbados. 


Senor Valera mentioned sugar and vegetables as products Venezuela was 
especially keen on purchasing, 


CSO: 3025/1087 

















COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


CHRISTIAN WELCOMES U.S. ASSISTANCE TO REGION 
FL192241 Bridgetown CANA in English 2155 GMT 19 Apr 82 


[Text] St Johns, Antigua, 19 Apr (CANA)--Two projects funded by the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) have been 
completed here, with government welcoming the heightened U.S. interest 
in the Caribbean, 


Junior government minister without portfolio, Donald Christian, said the 
type of assistance Washington was giving to Antigua and Barbuda, which got 
independence from Britain last year, was probably an indication that the 
Americans were prepared to take up from where the British left off. 


"We have had a long connection with Great Britain, having been under her 
jurisdiction for over 300 years. The distance between Britain and Antigua 
and Barbuda is about twice the distance between the United States and 
Antigua, yet there was a stronger connection with the more distant country 
and only within recent times are we fe»ling the impact of our neighbour, 
the United States," Mr Christian said. 


The projects were a drainage programme with a USAID input or more than 
500,000 Caribbean dollars (1 EC dollar : 37 cents U.S.) and a local input 
of 200,000 dollars. A primary school was also built in a suburban district. 


Mr Christian was speaking at the handing over of the two projects, whose 
funding was administered by the Caribbean Development Bank. 


Urging Caribbean governments to consider the proposals of the Caribbean 
s3asin Initiative (CBI) a small beginning in terms of financial assistance 
to individual states, the minister said: "It will appear that the United 
States has now made a start in adopting the principle, love they neighbour 
as thyself. 


"U.S. personnel live and work here among us at the U.S. Embassy, Peace Corps 
and in business enterprise. The history of all this tells us that the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative may be late in coming, but come it has and we are 
appreciative at its advent.” 


WI 











He said Antigua and Barbuda regarded itself a partner of the United States, 
and hoped U.S. aid to the region in the CBI plan would increase sub- 
stantially in time. 


The drainage project, known as the Grays Farm Drainage Project is expected 
to bring relief to sone 8,000 people living in the area. The school is 
to accommodate more than 800 students. 


Antigua and other eastern Caribbean states are getting 10 million U.S. in 
funds under the U.S. economic aid programme, and duty free access to 


U.S. markets for all regional goods except textiles and clothing. 


In addition, U.S. businessmen are being encouraged to invest in the area 
through tax incentives. 


CSO: 3025/1084 




















COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


GOVERNMENT VOICES SUPPORT FOR UK ON FALKLAND 
FL151608 Nassau Domestic Service in Enylish 1300 GMT 15 Apr 82 


[Text] The Honorable Paul L. Adderley, minister of external affairs, said 
that the government of the commonwealth of the Bahamas last week took the 
following steps in connection with the situation that has arisen as a result 
ot Argentina's military invasion of the Falkland Islands. Mr Adderley said 
that the Right Honorable Lynden O. Pindling, prime minister of the Bahamas, 
had sent last week a note to the Right Honorable Margaret Thatcher, prime 
minister of the United Kingdom, expressing concern and regret over Argentina's 
invasion of the Falkland Islands. 


(he prime minister also advised the British prime minister of the sentiments 
of the government which had been expressed in a note to the Government of 
Argentina. On Wednesday, April 7, the minister of external affairs sent a 
note to the Government of Argentina expressing the deep concern of the Govern- 
ment of the Bahamas over the situation which had arisen as a result of 
Argentina's invasion of the Falkland Islands. 


The Government of the Bahamas expressed to the Government of Argentina its 

belief that the inviolability and territorial integrity of all states must 

be preserved, and unequivocably rejected the use of force as a means to the 
settlement of disputes between the states. 


The Government of the Bahamas restated its firm commitment to the principles 
of self-determination and to the right of the people of the Falkland Islands 
to choose for themselves their political destiny. The Government of the 
Bahamas informed the Government of Argentina that it [word indistinct] 

and unconditionally supported the United Nations Security Council's 
Resolution No 502 and urged the Government of Argentina to comply with the 
resolution which demanded the immediate withdrawal of all Argentina forces 
from the Falkland Islands. 


CSO: 3025/1087 














COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


'0 GLOBO' EDITORIAL ON EFFECTS OF BRITISH ATTACK 
PY271820 Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 26 Apr 82 p 3 
[Editorial: "After the First Shot"] 


[Text] The beginning of war operations over the Malvinas-Falklands conflict 
with the attack, the landing and occupation of the South Georgias Islands 
by the English, changes and, at first, considerably worsens the crisis, but 
at the same time it could generate the dramatic conditions which were 
missing to negotiate an agreement on speedy and effective terms. 


It is within the climate of increasing strain that the member-countries of 

the consultative organ of the Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty (TIAR) 
are meeting in Washington today to discuss the new reiterated Argentine re- 
quest for the implementation of the Rio de Janeiro treaty, insisting on the 
argument that an extra continental country had allegedly attack an American 
state. 


Despite the fact that the war in the South Atlantic has already started, the 
complexities to consider the Argentine request persist unless the only result 
which is sought is a manifestation of political and moral solidarity. The 
effectiveness of the TIAR is tightly linked to the UN Charter since the latter 
prohibits its member of implementing coercive measures stemming from regional 
agreements without the authorization of the UN Security Council. 


Now then, the delicate situation of the treaty's applicability is understandavle 
since there is a UN decision which is against Argentina and since Great Britain 
is a member of the security council and has a right to veto. In any case the 
British attack against the Argentine submarine and the South Georgias Islands 
has contributed to the new balancing of the situations and interpretations. 


An analysis of the worthiness of the issue would cause the members of the 
American community other embarrassments, due to the uniqueness of the Malvinas 
problem, since it is one thing to be able to recognize Argentine sovereignty 
over the archipelago and another, quite different, would be to reorganize 
Argentina as an attacked nation since it was the first to carry out an 
invasion and occupy the islands, thus adopting a procedure which is contrary 
to the judicial and pacifist tradition of Brazil and most of the countries 

of the continent. 











So tar it seemed that none of the contenders would carry out any military 
actions as long as Haig's mission lasted and until the OAS reached a 

decision because, by all means, it offered an important element for the course 
of the negotiations. Even a limited act of political solidarity in favor 

of Argentina would improve the negotiating position of the American country 
which would stop enduring the exclusive position of aggressor, isclated 

in its aggressive actions and the respective responsibilities. England 

could aiso benefit if Argentina does not find more support for its cause. 


Since the armed clash took place before the TIAR meeting, the expectations 
regarding the Malvinas crisis are concentrated on the foilowing points: 

1) an easier decision to grant Argentina political support within the OAS; 
2) a considerable increase of U.S. pressure on Argentina and England 

to declare a cease-fire and immediately find a formula for mutual conces- 
sions and provide the means for an agreement, at least temporary. 


Western domestic interests and the strategic position of the bloc regarding 
the East-West confrontation cannot endure the possibility of the spreading 
of the war between allies, opening gaps which involve and seriously threaten 
the system. More than ever it is expected that the U.S. mediation will 
manage to prevent that tragedy which is so harmful for the future of all 

the involved parties and so dangerous for world peace. 


CSO: 3001/122 














COUNTRY SECT ION BRAZIL 


POLITICAL CAMPAIGNERS RAISE MILITARY'S IRE 
PY 260830 Rio de Janeiro LATIN AMERICA DAILY POST in English 26 Apr 82 p 5 
{Article by Herbert Zxchech] 


[Excerpts] Rio de Janeiro--Electoral campaigning, now definitely gaining 
momentum in Brazil, obviously means attacking and verbal fighting. Still, 
the very essence of democratic freedom imposes limitations which must be 
observed, especially in an incipient and still fragile political setup of 
democracy as now exists in this country. Military chiefs as well as 
political leaders representing the government have frequently, even 
constantly, warned lately against radicalism on the part of the opposition 
and against what is called "revanc!:ism" supposedly sought by groups and 
persons defeated by the Revolution of 1964 and now intent upon taking revenge. 


Opposition leaders used to deny emphatically any purposes of revenge and 
radicalism, trying to characterize their action and projects as forms of 
collaboration with President Figueiredo's policy for the build-up of a 
true democracy in Brazil. Until about two weeks ago, this seemed to be 
the sincere expression of thought in the opposition ranks, with the 
exception of a few highly aggressive utterances from the teft-most wing 
of the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Mobilization Party]. 


But a dissonant note of significance was surprisingly sounded early last week. 
An improvised address to a PMDB convention in Sao Paulo by the oppositicn 
party's national chairman and eventual candidate for the presidency of the 
republic in 1984, deputy Ulysses Guimaraes, caused what was [word indistinct] 
described as irritation within the government and even more presumably in 
military circles. 


The usually moderate opposition leader whose high level of culture normally 
is reflected in the elaborate style of his declarations, exhorted the opposi- 
tion not to forget the victims caused by the Revolution of 1964 among its 
adversaries, especially to keep always in mind those "assassinated" by the 
regime, and not to forget or overlook either the corruption and abuses of 
power attributed to the present regime. He added that all opposition 

members should consider themselves public prosecutors against those who 

were guiliy of such actions. 


LO 














This speech was viewed in the Planalto and even more in military circles 
as a blatant appeal for counterrevolution and revenge, with all the 
characteristics of the execrated radicalism. The members of the so-called 
circle of nine--the inner political circle of the regime comprising the 
military ministers, secret information and other high placed persons, met 
immediately, apparently to appraise the implications and consequences of 
Guimaraes' address. Journalistic observers had the impression that the 
statements were considered "highly explosive" and apparently aimed at 
frustrating the presidential policy of national conciliation. Several 
opposition leaders however made efforts to soften the impact of the PMDB 
leader's speech, recalling that it was improvisedly made in the heated 
atmosphere of a political convention where anyone can eventually give way 
to emotion and say things better left unsaid. 





Now, fire seems to have subsided a little but a state of irritation still 

is said to prevail in official circles, mingled with a certain degree of 
skepticism on the further strategy of the opposition and even the viability 
of the political opening. Im any case, there is a growing distrust toward 
the principal opposition party, the PMDB, and its candidates, which could 
stimulate now strategical moves intended to strengthen the smaller opposition 
parties, especially Ivete Vargas' PTB [Brazilian Labor Party] which would 
mean a return to the electoral strategy plans drafted by the former 
government policy maker, Gen Golbery do Couto e Silva before he was ousted 
and replaced by Leitao de Abreu. 


(he panorama in the state of Rio is however not typical. In many, if not 

most, states, the Figueiredo regime expects to win the elections. But 

PMDB candidates are dangerously influential now in nearly all states and 

this causes the government to study ways of splitting the opposition voting 

by giving support to candidates of other opposition, of Ivete Vargas and 

Leonel Brizola and even the metalworkers leader Lula [Luis Ignacio da Silva]. 
The regime does not really want election of any of these but hopes that a 
multiplicity of opposition candidacies will give victory to its own PDS [Social 
Democratic Party] candidates, and principally, it will prevent the triumph 

of the radical PMDB. 


CSO:  3020/105 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES POSSIBLE PERUVIAN AIR SUPPORT TO ARGENTINA 
PY280519 Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Apr 82 p 7 
[Article by Roberto Godoy] 


[Text] The Peruvian Government has offered air support and Argentina has 
reported that it is willing to accept the support, and thus the most modern 
supersonic fighter planes in operation in South America, the Sukhoi SU-22 
fitter, manufactured in the Soviet Union in 1976, will be able to enter 
the Malvinas theater of operations war area. This is neither an automatic 
Support nor is it lacking in effective military importance, because-- 
except for the recently acquired F-16 superjets which Venezuela will 
incorporate as of December--there is no more sophisticated aircraft in the. 
area. British observers have stated that "the Peruvian Air Force [FAP] is 
one of the best equipped forces in Latin America," and made special 
reference to precisely the 36 fitters that the Lima government intends to 
transfer to the southern region, 


And there is more in the arsenal built up by former President Juan Velasco 
Alvarado: a complete wing of 32 Canberra bombers, similar to those operating 
in Argentina--but with the fundamental difference, that the Peruvian aircraft 
were re-engined and electronically updated in 1978 on the assembly lines of 
the manufacturer, the British Aerospace Company in England. The FAP also 

has 24 Mirage-5 supersonic jets for interception and bombing, in addition 

to an unconfirmed number of Mig-21's, the most-sold Soviet fighters, 12 of 
which were reportedly transferred from Cuba, including the cooperation of 
instructors from Havana to train Peruvian pilots until November 1980. 


That powerful military air force is the result of an expansionist dream by 
Velasco Alvarado, who intended to set up an air-ground base in the region 

of Tacna on the border with Chile, from where units would sally forth to try 
reyain the territories over which discussions continue with the governments 
of Santiago and Brasilia. Approximately 200 Soviet-made T-55 medium tanks 
and 50 7-62 heavy ones where concentrated there, in addition to almost all 
the.equipment of the other Peruvian armed forces. Once the political 
situation changed, the good relations with Moscow was maintained—and the 
materiel has been maintained in excellent condition, including the periodic 
updating of electronic resources. 
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Brazilian sources feel that in an eventual maneuver to support Argentina, 
Peru would mobilize approximately 30 aircraft--l2 Sukhois, 12 Mirages and 

6 Canberras. This reinforcement would considerably alter the balance 

of the conflicting forces. The possible number of supersonic fighters 

that would be used in operations would total 69, and the number of the 
medium-range bombers would total 15. The great star in this joint framework 
would really be the SU-22 fitter. It is one of the first fighter planes 
equipped with variable geometry wings, which are adjusted automatically 
according to the in-flight needs. Developed as an experimental aircraft 

for ground support, the Sukhoi can cover 1,760 km carrying 3,500 kg of 
bombs, missiles and rockets on eight points under the wings. It can reach 

a maximum speed close to mach 1.8 (1,925 km per hour) and it carries heavy 
fixed weapons: two 30 mm NR-Sika cannons and two tubes for launching Atoll 
air-to-air guided missiles, guided by systems of computarized radars aboard. 


CSO:  3001/122 














COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


PRIME MINISTER CHARLES DISCUSSES ECONOMIC STATUS QUO 
FL151910 Bridgetown CANA in English 1835 GMT 15 Apr 82 


[Text] Roseau, 15 Apr (CANA)--Dominica today announced a national debt 
totalling more than 100 million dollars (1 EC dollar : 37 cents U.S.), 
over half of which was attributed to government. 


Prime minister and minister of finance, Mary Eugenia Charles told parliament 
the debt total at yearend stood at 101,247,000 dollars (1 EC dollar : 37 cents 
U.8.). 


Of the amount, 69.4 million dollars was government-oriented, while the 
remaining 31.8 million odd dollars was guaranteed by the state. 


The disclosure followed questioning by an opposition senator, who requested 
the government to outline the country's economic position, listing all 
creditors above 10 million dollars as weli as the amounts due to them, 


According to a breakdown given by Miss Charles, just over 8.5 million constituted 
loans from institutions including the Caribbean Development Bank, and the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries. 


She said the International Monetary Fund (TMF) and two foreign-owned 
commercial banks accounted for 24.1 million of the national debt. 


Miss Charles said the government guarantees to the tune of 31.8 million 
dollars had also been given to the vital banana industry, the Dominica Port 
Authority and the Housing Development Corporation, among others. 


During her reply, the Dominican leader gave no indication as to how far her 
government had reached in repaying the debt. 


The government also announced today that it was undertaking a fiscal review 
in order to restructure its tax system. 


Prime Minister Charles said the review would rationalise existing taxes, 
identify new areas and improve the collection methods. 
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She was responding to another opposition query as to how long her government 
would continue with a one percent foreign currency levy, originally 
intended to have been a short term measure. 


"Special consideration will ke given to the economic impact of all forms of 
taxation, she said, adding "it is our objective to improve the climate 


for both domestic and foreign investment." 


The foreign currency levy is to be included in the general review, Miss Charles 
said. 


She said the abolition of the levy would also be considered when the review 
exercise waS over. 


CSO: 3025/1084 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


PRG SAYS PRIVATE SECTOR HAS ROLE IN ECONOMY 
FL192359 Bridgetown CANA in English 2354 GMT 19 Apr 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 1° Apr (CANA)--The People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) here says the private sector has a definite role to play 
in Grenada's total economic and social development, but that the PRG's 
focus will be on development of the broader masses. 


Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Bernard Coard, speaking today 
at a press conference for journalists attending a conference here, said in 
the last three years, the majority of the private sector had assumed a 
patriotic role of putting the interests of the country ahead of those 
"imperialists." 


Their views were not always consistent with those of the government, he said 
referring to recent condemnation of the PRG's new system of import licensing 
by the president of the Chamber of Commerce, David Minors. 


Minors, in an interview, said the licence system had been introduced without 
consultation with the private sector body. 


But Coard said arrangements had been made for a series of meetings with the 
Chamber to discuss a variety of subjects dealing with the economy. 


It was unfortunate he said that Minors' interview had been given a few hours 
before the first such meeting was scheduled to take place. 


The minister said the trade officials had dealt with the frustrations felt 
by the business community over the licensing of imports. 


Coard said the licence system was provided for in a 1959 law which the 
Ministry of Trade had failed to implement, but which was essential for 
compilation of statistics vital to the business community and others. 


"Some of this will tend to happen because of genuine misunderstanding and it 
can happen also sometimes because of manipulation on the part of some people 
who are looking for sensational stories and anything that will serve to 
discredit the government," he said. 
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Turning to mass public sector involvement in community activity, Coard said: 
‘We have seen this in the enormous development of the mass organisations, 

to the point whereby the national women's organisation has in its active 
membership one in every three women in the country; to a point where the 
national youth organisation has within its membership approximately one in 
every three youths in the country." 


He said, too, the trade union movement had moved from representing only a tiny 
percentage of workers to a situation where, largely as a result of legislation 
passed by the PRG guaranteeing the right of workers to join a trade union, 
the number of workers in unions was overwhelmingly the majority of workers. 


the deputy prime minister said there had also been development of parish 
councils and zonal councils. 


[here had initially been seven parish councils, one for each parish, but 
Mr Coard said because of public response, 29 more had been added. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


INTERNATIONAL AID TO BE RECEIVED FOR AIRPORT 
FL191840 Bridgetown CANA in English 1637 GMT 19 Apr 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 19 Apr (CANA)--Grenada is to receive 3 million 
dollars (U.S.) from Algeria this year and another 2 million dollars (U.S.) 
next year to help it continue construction of an international airport, 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has said. 


The aid is part of a six million dollar (U.S.) package the Algerians pledged. 
Grenada received one million dollars last year. 


The Grenada leader yesterday reported that the small Caribbean island had 
received almost 17 million dollars (U.S.) in foreign aid to build the 
airport, last estimated to cost at least 75 million dollars (U.S.) 


Libya offered 4 million dollars (U.S.), Syria and Iraq 2 million and the 
European Development Fund (EDF) 6 million East Caribbean dollars ©@ne E.C. 
dollar : 37 cents U.S.) for the project. 


Mr Bishop said the airport project was more than 40 percent completed. During 
a rally yesterday he broke the ground for the start of construction of the 
airport terminal building. 


The project, on which hundreds of Cuban construction workers are employed, 
has caused Washington some uneasiness. 


The U.S. Government said Cuba would use the airport as a staging post for its 
military exploits in Africa. Grenada rejected the charge, saying the airport 
was to enhance tourism, one of the islands main foreign exchange earners. 


Mr Bishop said the failure of the United States to block foreign aid for the 
project had demonstrated that a small, poor country can uphold its dignity 
without sacrificing its principles to imperialism. 


Venezuela has provided 10,000 gallons of oil worth 80,000 E.C. dollars for 
the project, the prime minister disclosed. 


In addition, 108 million E.C. dollars in airport bonds were taken up by Grenadians 
in the United States and England, he reported. Grenadians raised 750,000 E.C. 
dollars locally through the purchase of airport bonds and a further 80,000 E.C. 
dollars was raised by the airport development committee. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


COUNTRY SUFPORTS ARGENTINA IN FALKLANDS DISPUTE 
FL152315 Bridgetown CANA in English 2236 GMT 15 Apr 82 
[Report by George Worme] 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 15 Apr (CANA)--The left-leaning People's 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) of Grenada has announced its support for 
Argentina's claim to sovereignty over the disputed Falkland Islands with 
Britain. 


Foreign Minister Unison Whiteman told reporters that although Grenada 
supported the claim made by the military government in Buenos Aires, it 
tavoured a negotiated political settlement of the dispute between Britain 
and Argentina over the South Atlantic territory. 


The Grenada position differs sharply from that of all other commonwealth 
Caribbean states, which have backed London in the dispute. 


Whiteman said Grenada believed it would be foolish for the two countries 
to go to war over the Falkland Islands since it "would go down in history 
as an infamous war." 


"We don't see the need why two major countries should not find a peaceful 
settlement," he said. 


Whiteman charged that although some people were arguing that the Falkland 
[slands dispute took on added proportions recently because of the presence 
of oil in the area, the government here felt the crisis had to do with the 
question of colonialism, 


Whiteman stated that both the non-aligned movement and socialist internatioml 
to which Grenada's ruling New Jewel Movement (NJM) belongs support Argentina's 
claim to sovereignty over the islands. 


The Grenada minister accused Britain of dragging its feet over the South 
American country's claim to the territory. 


But he said that Grenada, which shares membership with Britain in the 
commonwealth and with Argentina in the Organisation of American States (OAS), did 
not support the use of force by either side to solve the dispute. 
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Argentina invaded the island 13 days ago and Britain has retaliated by dis- 


patching a large naval force to the area to try to restore British rule 
in the territory. 


"T want to make it absolutely clear that we believe that both sides should 
scale down their military forces. We believe that both sides should sit 
down bilaterally with a joint commission and work out a schedule for the 
return of the islands to Argentina's sovereignty," the foreign minister said. 


The Grenada Government believed that although differences could arise between 


the two countries over the questions of passports, nationality and migration 
P > \ 


"these were practical problems and could be solved by a joint commission," 
said Whiteman, 


CSO: 3025/1088 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


FRLENDSHIP POLICY--St Georges, Grenada, 20 Apr (CANA)--The PeopJe's Revolu- 
tionary Government (PRG), which came to power here in a March 1979 coup, 

is committed to a policy of friendship and cooperation with the peoples 

of the world. Foreign Minister and Minister of Tourism Unison Whiteman 
made the point last night in an address at the closing ceremony of a 3-day 
conference of journalists from the Caribbean and Latin American region. 

Mr Whiteman said Grenada would continue to be a "good neighbour" and that 
the government believed good neighbourliness [passage indistinct]. He 
stated that the Grenada revolution, the first of its kind in the English- 
speaking Caribbean, would extend a hand of friendship, brotherhood and 
cooperation to countries throughout the world, except those which are 
"systematically racist" like South Africa. The minister also said that 
the Grenada Government, which has close ties with Communist Cuba, was 
committed to certain "clear principles" such as anti-imperialism and 
support for national liberation movements, and would never deviate from 
them. "We firmly believe that as long as there are suffering peoples 
struggling for their liberation against injustice anywhere, it is our 
duty to stretch out a hand of friendship and solidarity to them," 

Mr Whiteman added. [Text] [FL202306 Bridgetown CANA in English 2155 GMT 
20 Apr 82 | 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BURNHAM ON VENEZUELAN PAPER CALL TO FOLLOW ARGENTINA 
FL191220 Bridgetown CANA in English 2349 GMT 18 Apr 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 18 Apr (CANA)--Guyana's President Forbes Burnham 
has said the invasion of the Falkland Islands by Argentina is a lesson for the 
Guyanese. 


He was speaking at the mining town of Linden south of here during an exercise 
to encourage Guyanese to make purchases of Guyana defence premium bonds. 


Now that we have the lesson of Argentina and the Falkland Islands we ought 
to appreciate what risk there is especially with the open support given by 
the Venezuelan Government to Argentina, he said. 


Argentina invaded the British-administered Falkland Islands to back up a 
territorial claim, Venezuela also has a claim to Guyana's Essequibo Basin, 
comprising two-thirds of the South American country. 


The Guyana Government has been saying that Venezuela is likely to invade the 
country and is seeking to raise 10 million dollars (one Guyana dollar 
33 cents U.S.) to strengthen the country's defence capability. 


President Burnham disclosed that he had read an article in a Venezuelan 
paper where it was proposed that Venezuela should follow the example of 
Argentina. i 


We cannot be prepared only with songs like not a blade of grass. [as received] 
We have to be prepared in terms of hardware and we have to be prepared in 
terms of funds to further our cause in various councils of the world, he added. 


President Burnham told the gathering at Linden that: each one of us have 
a stake, it is not a question for the government alone for the government 
does not represent in terms of numbers as many as one thousandth of the 
population. 


This is a matter for all of us and each one of us has an obligation, regardless 


otf the party you support, this is Guyana and with your support we hope to 
keep Guyana the Guyana you have always known, he said. 


CSO: 3025/1085 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


HOYTE EXPLAINS STEPS TO RESCHEDULE FOREIGN DEBT 
FL171512 Bridgetown CANA in English 1459 GMT 17 Apr 82 
[Report by Edwin Ali] 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 17 Apr (CANA)--Guyana, its reserves depleted 
and its economy in crisis, says it is making some headway with rescheduling 
its foreign debt. 


Vice President for economic planning and finance, Desmond Hoyte, has announced 
that negotiations have been "successfully concluded for the rescheduling of 
Guyana's external commercial bank debts maturing during the period 1982-83, 
totalling 35 million dollars (U.S.)." 


The rescheduling arrangements are designated to allow the country to retire 
its bank obligations in an orderly fashion and to assist in maintaining the 
government's development programme, he said. He gave no other figures. 


The vice president said the speed with which the banks finalised the re- 
scheduling arrangements was "a vote of confidence in the basic soundness 
of Guyana's economy and in country's medium and long-term prospects." 


"Our country is richly endowed. We are not without valuable assets. Our 
problems do not spring from lack of resources, but from a lack of liquidity. 
The investments to generate liquidity are processing apace everywhere to 
develop our resources with a view to diversifying and expanding our economic 
base,'' Hoyte said. 


The government, in a recent secret document, acknowledged that the country 
was bankrupt and could not meet either its financial commitments for imports 


or its debt installments. 


The document said that as of last month Guyana had owed its overseas suppliers 
some 160 million dollars. 


Guyana's three key economic sectors--bauxite/alumina, sugar and rice--all failed 
to perform as expected by the government last year. 


Overall exports fell below the projected earning level of 1,316 dollars, by 
347 million dollars, (one guy dollar : 33 cents U.S.). [figures as received] 


CSO: 3025/1085 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 





TRADE, AID OFFERED BY SOVIET DIPLOMATS 


FL161703 Bridgetown CANA in English 1638 GMT 16 Apr 82 


[Report by Edwin Ali] 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 16 Apr (CANA)--Soviet diplomatic officials in 
Guyana have lamented the state of trade and economic relations between 
Moscow and Georgetown. 


The Soviet charge d'affaires, George Kouznetsov, who was among diplomatic 
officials meeting reporters, said he could not explain why Guyana seemed 


reluctant to accept what he termed reasonable proposals on trade and aid 
trom the Soviet Union. 


"Really, we are at a loss to understand the position of the Guyana Govern- 
ment in respect of our proposals." 


The charge d'affaires said his country had offered to assist Guyana in a 
variety of areas relevant to infrastructural development. 


"We have also offered unlimited credit to Guyana for Soviet goods at 
reasonable interest rates with substantial grace periods," he added. 


"Except for the recent purchase by Guyana of Soviet-made Lada cars, these 
proposals have passed unheeded." 


He disclosed that last year the USSR had purchased three million dollars (U.S.) 
worth of Guyana gocis, the Soviet Union "made these purchases from Third 

World countries rather than direct from Guyana because it was more 

economical," he explained. 


The meeting with the press was called to discuss plans for the 60th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the USSR. Soviet trade and economic advisors at the 
Soviet Embassy in Georgetown also attended. 
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trade counsellor Vladimir Larinov said: 'We have expressed an interest in 
developing gold and bauxite mining agreements with Guyana." "We have found 
that bauxite mining discussions never came to completion. We offered to 

send specialists to undertake the construction of buildings for such operation 
and to guarantee a market in the USSR for bauxite, but this has not happened." 


Press secretary Alexei Kavalerov said Guyana had ignored Russian approaches to 


assist in gold mining and had signed mining agreements with capitalist 
countries, such as France. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


GOVERNMENT TO CREATE PETRHONSA DESPITE OPPOSITION 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Mar 82 p 2 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The government last night reaffirmed its decision to create 
Honduran Petroleum, S.A. (PETRHONSA), an autonomous state enterprise, despite 
opposition from retailers of gasoline and other petroleum products. 


The announcement came from the Ministry of Economy and was made at an informal 
press conference. The minister, Gustavo Alfaro Zelaya, speaking for the 
executive branch, warned gas station owners that "if they do not want to invest 
in PETRHONSA, the government will find investors who will do it for them." 


Alfaro Zelaya was terse in his remarks but he stated that "the Honduran Govern- 
ment cannot be responsible for the oil bill because it would need $14 million, 
some 28 million lempiras, to finance that deal. 


"The importing of processed petroleum or end products will be resumed imme- 
diately as soon as an agreement is reached with Mexico and Venezuela, which are 
responsible under the terms of the International Supply Agreement," he emphasized. 


On 8 March he will meet with officials of Mexican Petroleum (PEMEX) and Vene- 
zuelan Petroleum (PETROVEN), the state oil companies to reach agreement on the 
Honduran Government's request to halt imports of fuel from Mexico for the rest 
of this year because the Texaco refinery is not able to process it due to its 
high sulphur content. 


PETRHONSA, the autonomous state company, will be in charge of purchasing and 
marketing fuel products and will receive a 1 and one-half percent commission on 
the invoice price. 


If the gas station owners refuse to invest, it will leave only the Armed 
Forces Bank and the teamsters as stockholders. 
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"The Reagan Plan" 


At the same time Alfaro Zelaya announced that "President Ronald Reagan's economic 
plan, particularly the portion that concerns free trade, does not represent an 
advantage for Honduras over the near term." 


He did not go into detail on the U.S. Government's plan for developing the 
nations of the Caribbean Basin with financing worth $350 million, some 700 
million lempiras. 


Honduras would receive only 50 million lempiras as its share of this fund. 

"The only immediate benefit of this plan is the elimination of the surcharge on 
Sugar exports. In general, the benefits are medium and long range, depending 
on the reactivation of production for export with government help," he added. 


The period of 12 years envisioned for free trade opens up the possibilities 
for exports within 4 years or more. He explained, however, that the lists of 
requirements for nontraditional products established in the General Preference 
System (GATT) had been eliminated for Honduras, which is a beneficiary of the 
plan. 


9015 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


MINISTER OF LABOR REVEALS HIGH UNDEREMPLOYMENT 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 23 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The minister of labor and social security, Dario Humberto 
Montes, said here this weekend that the indexes of underemployment in this 
country are at 64 percent, a figure that is cause for concern. 


Montes made these statements following a high-level meeting, but he did not 
make an estimate of the total number unemployed, which is one of the greatest 
social problems affecting the country. 


The minister said that the percentage of underemployment was frightful and 
that in addition to the government, private enterprise must contribute, through 
investments, to the solution. 


For our interviewee, the solution to this serious problem depends basically on 
our living in social tranquility in Honduras as a means to ensure government 
investment and increasing private investment. 


In this sense he said that we can only solve the problem with the participation 
of foreign investors and domestic business, which must realize the nature of 
this situation. 


The minister of labor said it was impossible to receive replies to a situation 
of this kind within a month. However, he said efforts are being made to create 
sources of employment and reduce the present level of unemployment in this way. 


He went so far as to state that he was unaware of the dismissals that have 
taken place among government employees, adding that he could only know about the 
incidences that occur in the agency he runs. 


He said he would make an evaluation of the employees at Labor, and if there is a 
need for dismissals, he will carry them out, but if, on the contrary, there is 
need for more personnel, he will create new slots to provide jobs for more 
functionaries. 
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Foreigners 


The minister of labor and social security discarded any possibility for work 
for foreigners who have arrived in this country, while remarking that there is 
no policy in existence for such persons at this time. 


Regarding this, he was asked about the possibilities of giving work to the 
thousands of refugees living in our country, and he replied that at the moment 
there is no plan to make these displaced persons productive in order to reduce 
the cost they entail for our broken economy. 


In order to diminish the responsibility of the government for the unemployment 
and underemployment that is scourging the country, he stated that this is a 
phenomenon that is affecting the whole world. As an example, he cited the 
United States, where, despite the circumstances, the Reagan administration is 
making great efforts to apply austere measures. 


9015 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


ECONOMY GREW BY 2 PERCENT DURING 1981-1982 
FL222314 Bridgetown CANA in English 2310 GMT 22 Apr 82 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 22 Apr (CANA)--The Jamaica economy grew by 
2.0 percent during the 1981-82 fiscal year which ended in March, Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance Edward Seaga announced in parliament today. 


Opening debate on his 2.8-billion dollar (1 JCA dollar : 56 cents U.S.) budget 
for the new fiscal year, Mr Seaga said the final figures were tallied only 
last night, and that the actual growth rate was 0.5 percent higher than 

the approximation which the administration had been using for the past few 
months. 


All the major economic services were out front with a 12.2-percent growth, 
agriculture had moved 3.5 percent, while manufacturing, though disappointing 
had risen by 0.4 percent. 


There was cause for concern in the analysis of that sector because its growth 
did not even match that of agriculture, the prime minister said. 


He noted that the transport sector had declined by 0.2 percent. 


The prime minister said that the foreign exchange balance had shown a 
43-million-dollar surplus, against an annualised average deficit of 
36.4 million dollars between 1972 and 1980. 


There was also the fact that arrears on current account transactions, which 
stood at 105 million dollars at the start of fiscal 1981-82, had now been 
wiped off, nine months ahead of schedule, thus giving the government that 
much lead time to begin to restore its credit-worthiness. 


At the same time, he pointed out, the deficit on current account as a per- 
centage of gross domestic product had been lowered from the targeted 4.8 per- 
cent agreed with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

"We did considerably better than we originally targeted ourselves," 
minister said. 


the prime 
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Capital formation that had dropped from an annual increase of 15.5 percent 
during 1969 to 1972 to 6.0 percent during the previous government, had 
increased dramatically in the last fiscal year to 29.5 percent. 


Inflation dropped to 4.7 percent last year from an annual average of 22.9 per- 
cent during the 1972-1980, Mr Seaga added. 


Unemployment had dropped to 25.3 percent from 27.3 percent in 1980. 
Mr Seaga said that the standard of living of Jamaicans had increased during 


the past fiscal year, with per capita consumption rising by 9.3 percent, 
against an average 3.0 percent decline between 1972 and 1980. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 


ARUBA OPENS OFFICIAL REPRESENTATION IN THE HAGUE 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 26 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] The Hague, 26 March--The “Aruba House" opened yes- 
terday on the Lange Voorhout in the Hague, the first offi- 
cial representation of the island territory Aruba in the 
Netherlands. 


Besides promoting tourism and representing the interests of Arubans in the 
Netherlands, the office serves also to maintain political contacts between 
Aruba and the Netherlands. 


Minister Den Uyl (of Antillean affairs) and practically all of the Chamber 
delegations are not particularly happy with the political character of the 
Aruba House, as could be seen this week during discussions with the Aruban 
leader, Betico Croes. From the Dutch side, the opening of the office in the 
Hague is seen as a further step toward unilateral independence by Aruba. 


Croes pointed out yesterday at the opening that Aruba is not represented in 
the Antillean national government. For that reason, he believes that a 
separate Aruban representation in the Netherlands is desirable. He said that 
he knows that according to the statute, only the countries as such are to 
cooperate with one member, but according to Croes that does not preclude the 
islands from becoming involved in the cooperation. 


He said that he would have no objection to a functionary of the central 
Antillean Government's always being present during contacts between the 
Aruban representation and the Netherlands Government. 


Embassy 


During the discussions with the Standing Chamber Commission on Aruban Affairs, 
Croes asked that there be a separate round table conference in August to force 
the central Antillean Government to surrender more powers to islands up until 
the time of the unilateral independence of Aruba. Croes also presented a plan 
for the treaty of association between Aruba and the Netherlands for the same 
period. He continued to state as his belief that at the end of this year, when 
the Biesheuvel Commission has presented its final report, the decision will 
have to be reached regarding the island. ''Then the Aruba House can be elevated 
to an embassy," said Croes. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


ZONIAN 'CIVIC BAND' ACCUSED OF ANTITREATY ACTIVITIES 
PA241256 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 21 Apr 82 pp 24, 10 [as printed] 
{Article by Damaris Munoz] 


[Text] An entirely reliable source told LA REPUBLICA that there is a high- 
level group within the Panama Canal Commission known as "the civic band," 
formed by the recalcitrant Zonians Raymond Laverty, Fred Cotton, Richard 
Morgan, Dwight McKabney and Michael Gordon, who are creating obstacles 

to hamper the fulfillment of the Torrijos-Carter treaties. 


In addition, the source added that those individuals’ role is to neutralize 
the Panamanian victories in the treaty, to preserve the Zonian establishment, 
as well as defend that caste's privileges. 


"These are the same people who are opposed to naming a Panamanian economist 
to the commission and propose that a U.S. citizen be recruited in the 
United States to occupy this position." 


"They are the ones who daily conspire to reduce the authority of and make the 
job increasingly more difficult for the Panamanian deputy administrator of 
the Panama Canal Commission. They are the ones who propitiate violations 

of Panamanian sovereignty when officials from the U.S. Federal Labor Relations 
Authority carry out government functions in Panama." 


The above mentioned "Zonians" are the ones who defend the discriminatory 
salary scale against Panamanians--which was illegally and arbitrarily estab- 
lished by the commission as of 1 April 1979--that presently harms more than 
2,000 Panamanian workers as well as the national economy, the source added. 


Finally, the source indicated that "these are the ones who are trying to justify 
the flying of the U.S. flag on the commission's floating equipment, openly 
violating the Torrijos-Carter treaty." 


CSO: 3010/1427 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


STUDENTS CONDEMN PASSAGE OF UK WARSHIPS THROUGH CANAL 
PA240324 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 16 Apr 82 p 6A 


[Communique issued by the Federation of Panamanian Students; place, date 
not given] 


[Text] Once again, the U.S. Government and the present Panama Canal 
Administration, in an unilateral interpretation of the Torrijos-Carter 
treaties, have committed another of their endless violations by granting 
expeditious canal passage to British warships that are going to suppress 


the legitimate sovereign rights of the Argentine people over their entire 
territory. 


This action, which the canal administration has taken on orders from the 
U.S. Government, reaffirms the U.S. imperialist and colonialist policy of 
preventing, at any cost, fulfillment of the desire of all peoples particu- 
larly Latin American peoples to choose their own destiny. 


This action by the canal administration is a very serious step which 
compromises the real purpose of the canal: to serve as a canal for peace 
and not for war. It also compromises and creates doubts as to Panama's 
third world stance in foreign policy, as well as to its support for the 
anticolonialist struggle of all peoples who see their sovereign rights 
being usurped because of obsolete structures that are no longer historically 
viable. 


It is also evident that this dangerous step taken by the canal administra- 
tion is aimed at depriving the Panamanian people and government of the 
firm support that Argentina has so firmly given to our anti-imperialist 
cause and to the struggle in which we are engaged today to achieve full 
respect for our sovereign rights and strict compliance with the treaties 
signed on 7 September 1977. 


The Executive Council of the Federation of Panamanian Students [FEP] urges 
the Panamanian Government to adopt a stronger position and demand U.S. 
compliance with the canal treaties that were signed in the presence of the 


3h 











other countries of the continent that inherited traditions of liberty and 
independence from Bolivar, San Martin, O'Higgins, Tomas Herrera and other 
heroes who are venerated by this great Latin American fatherland. 


Any other stand in this crucial moment for the Argentine people would be 

a historic affront that no Panamanian patriot who has lived through 

the painful humiliation of having the colonialist yankee in our territory 
could bear. Today, ignoring and contravening the new era required for the 
future of mankind, the Reagan administration supports the most unjust 
cause of the United Kingdom, the two countries being two of a kind. 


The FEP reiterates its militant solidarity with the Argentine people's 
just aspiration to recover the Malvinas and declares that it will take the 
necessary steps that circumstances demand to prevent our country from being 


used to crush the just national aspirations of that fraternal country. 


[Signed] Jose Didimo Escobar, FEP secretary general. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


CANE HARVEST SUSPENDED--Kingstown, St Vincent, 15 Apr (CANA)+--Harvesting of 
St Vincent's 1982 sugar cane crop which was to have resumed this week 
following suspension because of mechanical problems at the Mt Bentinck 
factory early this month, has been put back indefinitely. Sugar industry 
manager Dudley Rose said that management was awaiting a replacement for a 
75-horse power motor damaged shortly before Easter. Harvesting of the 
island's 1,300 acres of sugar cane started on March 4 and to date some 

9,000 tons of cane have been processed. But a spate of cane fires has 
destroyed 140 acres of the crop, causing an estimated loss of more than 
400,000 dollars worth of sugar. Before the fires began, it had been estimated 
that 3,000 tons of sugar would be produced here this year. Previous to last 
year when sugar production was re-introduced to the state, sugar had not been 
grown commercially since 1962. [Text] [FL160315 Bridgetown CANA in English 
1659 GMT 15 Apr 82 FL] 


NEW PARTY--Kingstown, St Vincent, 16 Apr (CANA)--The St Vincent and the 
Grenadines National Movement (SNM) has been launched, bringing to eight 
the number of political parties on the island. The SNM's president is 
Gideon Cordice, a medical practitioner. Up to February he was a member of 
the opposition Progressive Democratic Party (PDP). He said the party aims 
to bring substantial changes and national re-construction to the state of 
affairs in St Vincent and the Grenadines. [Text] [FL162100 Bridgetown CANA 
in English 1937 GMT 16 Apr 82 FL] 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


BRIEFS 


SURINAME-HOLLAND TRADE STATISTICS--Paramaribo, 17 Apr (CANA)--Suriname today 
reported increases in the value of its agricultural exports to and imports 
from Holland in 1981. The 67 million kilograms of agricultural produce 
Suriname exported last year was valued at 35.5 million dollars (U.S.) 
compared to the 33 million dollars Suriname received for the 62 million 
kilograms shipped in 1980, according to figures released by the General 
Office of Statistics. Suriname bought 1] million dollars (U.S.) worth of 
agricultural produce from Holland last year and 8 million dollars (U.S.) 
worth the previous year. Imports of dairy products from Holland cost 
Suriname 3.2 million dollars, while Paramaribo paid almost 1 million dollars 
(U.S.) for potatoes. Suriname's imports included grains, soya oil, margarine 
and tobacco. Exports included rice, fish (which showed increases), fruit, 
vegetables and shrimp (registering a decline). [Text] [FL171713 Bridgetown 
CANA in English 1645 GMT 17 Apr 82] 


INDIAN AMBASSADOR NAMED--Paramaribo, 20 Apr (CANA)--The Indian Government 
has named career diplomat Shri Bachu Prasad Sinha as its new ambassador to 
Suriname. Mr Sinhu will succeed Dr Rabindranath Gupta, who was India's 
first ambassador to this former Dutch colony. Dr Gupta left here in 
December 1980 on retirement. Mr Sinha is scheduled to arrive in Paramaribo 
next month to present his credentials. [FL201920 Bridgetown CANA in English 
1820 GMT 20 Apr 82 FL] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION PARLIAMENTARIAN CITES CBI DANGERS 
FL222251 Bridgetown CANA in English 2239 GMT 22 Apr 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 22 Apr (CANA)--A Trinidad and Tobago 
opposition parliamentarian has suggested that President Reagan's Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI) might make regional economies too dependent on the 
United States. 


Winston Dookeran of the United Labour Front (ULF) said this was one of 
the hidden dangers of the CBI, which envisages duty free access to the 
American market for nearly all Caribbean exports, extra economic aid and 
added incentives for U.S. businessmen to invest in the area. 


Dookeran said Washington's removal of tariffs and duties would not necessarily 
guarantee stepped up exports from this region into the U.S. market. 


"Tariffs and duties are not the main constraints to the exploitation of 
foreign markets, and we feel non-tariffs barriers may be of more signifi- 
cance,'’ the parliamentarian declared. 


Another complicating factor was the U.S. 1974 trade act, which had provision 
for using special protective measures against any country if a sector of 
American trade was threatened, he said. 


"There is no guarantee that such measures may not nullify any temporary gains 
(under the CBI)," he said. 


Dookeran felt that the CBI would make Caribbean economies more open and more 
dependent on the United States, when a better strategy for the area was to 
develop resilience (as opposed to self-sufficiency). 


If local economies developed resilience, then they would be able to cope at 
short notice with sudden swings in the international eccnomy, and to do so 
with more confidence than at present, Dookeran said. 


The ULF official said he saw oil-rich Trinidad and Tobago as lacking the 
necessary resilience to deal with movements in its primary source on income, 
petroleum. 
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He said he feared the CBI would reinforce this general weakness and urged 
that "unless we redefine our development strategy so as to programme 


internal growth, we will forever be at the total mercy of international 
events." 


Looking at the investment aspect of the CBI he said that increased U.S. 
investment in the region could be detrimental to the interest of the 


economic nationalism of the Caribbean if the terms did not fit into the 
areas development strategy. 


"We must determine how we are going to develop the society and then we 

can look for avenues outside the region to provide capital and technical 
know-how that fits into the strategy, which should have long and short- 
term plans for greater resilience of the Caribbean economy," Dookeran said. 
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